
JUSTIN & KADEEJAH (6)
K:  Good evening and welcome to the 11th Annual Thurgood Marshall Academy Shining Star Gala.  My name is Kadeejah Johnson, and I have almost completed my freshman year here at Thurgood Marshall.

J:  My name is Justin Williams, and I want to tell you how glad I am, how grateful we all are, that you’ve come out tonight to support our school.  Thank you.  (CLAP)   I am a member of the first class to attend Thurgood Marshall Academy -- the Class of 2005 -- and I’m a graduate of Morehouse College, Class of 2010.  So I know first-hand what you’ve meant to my school and to me, including the guidance and support I received from TMA’s Alumni Program when I was a student at Morehouse.  TMA never gives up on you, Kadeejah.  They haunt you until you graduate from college.

K:  I didn’t realize you were a member of TMA’s first class.  How did you and your parents even know about Thurgood Marshall Academy back then?
J:  Well, my parents didn’t know diddley about this place, because there was no such thing as TMA when they decided to enroll me in the spring of 2001.  TMA didn’t exist.  There was just this handful of Georgetown Law students who said they were going to start a college prep high school named after Thurgood Marshall and everybody would have to wear a uniform.  What’s amazing is that my parents were willing to take a chance on a brand-new school that didn’t actually exist.  They bought me some uniforms, and when the first day of school rolled around, I got dressed and went to this old church building where I joined 79 other 9th-graders whose parents were equally crazy.  And that’s how/when TMA came into being.

K:  Well, my parents knew all about TMA before I enrolled.  I have an aunt who goes here -- my mom’s littlest sister (correct?) -- so they’d heard everything there was to know about Thurgood Marshall.  They didn’t give me any choice:  You’re going to Thurgood, and you’re going to graduate and get into college.  And by the way, your 9th grade year starts in June for a mandatory Summer Prep program.  This may be the only school in Washington where you have to go to study-habits boot camp before they let you start.
K:   

J:  Yeah, but you know, those things make such a huge difference later on, in college and, really, in life.  Until I came to TMA, no teacher had ever talked to me about how to study, much less how to manage my time or develop the self-discipline to get all my work done, all my papers in on time.

K:  I know, I know.  My favorite thing at TMA is Homework Help.  I stay after school every day, do my work, get help if there are things I don’t understand, and I’m always ahead on my papers and projects and portfolio.  It’s great.  Nothing ever worries me, because I’m always ahead.

J:  Brainwashing.  That’s what it is -- brainwashing.   We’re so TMA-trained that you actually appreciate the fact that they’ll let you stay after school and do your homework. (Laughter).  It is kind of spooky, isn’t it.

K:  Actually, I heard that what was really spooky was when you guys went to class in the church where the roof leaked.

J:  And the basement. Don’t forget the basement leaked too.  Which meant that the mice had to come up to dry out on the 2nd floor where our classrooms were.  We didn’t have a gym or science labs and there weren’t computers in our library; come to think of it, there wasn’t a library.

K:   But you know what?  You guys started something really important.  You stuck it out.  And everyone who graduated got into college.  People heard about that, Justin.  People saw that Thurgood Marshall was for real.  The biggest difference between when you started 10 years ago and today isn’t the nice buildings... 

J:  Or the absence of mice.

K:  You got to stop talking about the mice.  The big difference is that it means something when I tell people I go to TMA.  Everybody knows 

that TMA graduates get a great high school education.  Everybody expects us to go on to college, and to graduate from college.  It’s nice to have the sports teams and clubs -- debate, cheerleading, music and dance groups.  I’m glad I get to meet people in big law firms and learn things from them.  But the thing I’m gladdest about is that all of you showed up in that creepy old church for the first day of school back in 2001.  You started all this.  

J:  Yeah, and you know, at some point in our junior year, I think we began to realize it.  By our senior year, they were starting to renovate this building, and that’s when we were certain that Thurgood Marshall was going to make it, just like we were going to make it.

K:  Do you feel old, Justin? 

J:  Nope.  But standing here 10 years later, you know what I do feel?  I feel a little bit like a founder.

K:  Justin Williams, founder, and I, just a freshman, are very pleased to have you here tonight.

J:  We hope you’ll enjoy the entertainment, which is going to be fabulous, and the speeches, which are going to be shorterAgain, thank you for your support.
Kadeejah to introduce Skip

STANDARD WELCOMING INFORMATION GOES HERE………
DELONTE AND MORIAH (8)
MORIAH:  Good evening.  My name is Moriah NELSON and I am a junior -- soon to be a senior at Thurgood Marshall Academy.

DELONTE:  And my name is Delonte NASH.   I am a senior -- soon to be a graduate of Thurgood Marshall Academy.  I’ve been accepted to 11 colleges, and next year, I’ll be attending Penn State University.

((People will clap here.  Moriah, nod and clap with them, encouraging the reaction.))

M:  I think it’s great that everyone focuses on us as students and we’re all proud of the fact that Delonte and the rest of the Class of 2011 are now part of an unbroken tradition of 100% of TMA graduates earning admission to college.  

D:  Yes, but we know that the real secret to our success is our teachers.  

M:  We sit in the classrooms.  We know who inspires our dreams, who teaches us perseverance, who won’t let us fall short of our goals.

D:  That’s right.  And you know something else, it isn’t always the teacher who first excited our interest in a favorite subject, or helped us to shine at what we do best, that makes the biggest impact.  

The teacher who had the most influence on me didn’t teach my favorite subjects like History or Geometry.  It was my Spanish teacher, Ms. Garcia.  She taught me for three whole years while I struggled to learn a foreign language.  It did not come easy for me, and there were times when I felt as though I just couldn’t do it.   

I was so lost before my Sophomore midterm, that the only phrase I knew how to say was “puedo ir al bano.” I have to go to the bathroom!  But I went to after-school office hours with Ms. Garcia for two weeks straight to write out vocabulary words and conjugations on the white board and take practice quizzes and tests.  I’m telling you, things were desperate.  If I didn’t pass the midterm, I wouldn’t pass the course.  

But Ms. Garcia was always there to push me to work harder and to make me feel more confident about my ability to master a foreign language.  I wasn’t the best student who ever took her Spanish class.  But I think I had the best teacher-student relationship.  She was not just my teacher, she was my mentor and this year, she wrote the recommendation for my college application that helped me get accepted to Penn State.   

I eventually succeeded at learning Spanish.  But the biggest thing I learned was how much Ms. Garcia cared for me and wanted to help me.  She played a major role in my life.  I can’t thank her enough.  Say in Spanish “you played a major role in my life.  I can’t thank you enough.”
M:  That’s such a great story, Delonte.  And I know what you mean about how the most influential teacher isn’t always the one who teaches your favorite or best subjects.  Listen to this:  I have a favorite teacher who hasn’t even taught me yet.  That’s Ms. Shabazz, Thurgood Marshall’s art teacher AND the winner of the Mayor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching Visual Arts.  (Clap)
I won’t be taking my Art elective until next year, so I’ve never been in her classroom -- officially at least.  However, I did sign up for the Art Club this year.  I started doodling during club meetings, and Ms. Shabazz noticed what I was up to.  Art teachers don’t mind if you doodle, which is one thing I like about them. (laughter) Much to my surprise, she told me she thought I had talent and encouraged me to submit a piece to a nationwide contest sponsored by Lucerne and Safeway Super Markets.  

The contest was to see who could draw the best cow.  Naturally, since there are so many cows in Anacostia, I’m really good at drawing cows.  Seriously, it turns out I really was good.  Out of 3,000 entries across the country, they selected 30 finalists, 3 of them from the eastern region.  I’m one of the finalists.  And the winner gets $30,000.  Yeah, that’s my cow you saw on the way in…. or if you missed it, check it out on your way out.
D:  Just don’t try to milk it. 
M:  Thanks, Delonte.

The project was a huge success, and Ms. Shabazz came in on weekends and afternoons to help me paint my cow.  I spent hours painting and talking and laughing and learning life lessons from her.  She’s the one person I can talk to about anything.  And she made me realize that I am more capable than I thought. 
D:  These are the most important teachers in our lives, but every Thurgood Marshall student could tell you similar stories about how a teacher helped them succeed when they were afraid they’d fail, or taught them to reach for goals they could barely imagine.

M:  And now, finally, people on the outside are starting to appreciate our teachers as well.

D:  Yeah, everyone can’t be as smart as us (brush shoulder).

M:  Here are some of the faculty members who have received recognition in the past year:

M:   Ms. Scogin, AP English Language -- the writing, writing, and more writing class, 
       Ms. Lyons, AP English Literature -- the reading, reading, and more reading class, AND

Mr. Rohal, who teaches Advanced Placement History and Government – the, you, will, know- 

       everything-about-our-country class

Our Advanced Placement teachers have led TMA students to the highest AP passing rate of all the traditional public and public charter schools in Washington.  Let that sink in:  The highest passing rate on Advanced Placement tests of all public and public charter schools in the District of Columbia.

D:  Ms. Horn, one of our Special Education teachers, was selected as a Fellow by the Flamboyan Foundation.  The fellowship enables her to share with other educators the strategies she developed for engaging parents in their student’s education.

D:  Mr. Ullery, our Environmental Science teacher, has helped the school go green; so green, that last month TMA became the first school to win the Mayor’s Environmental Excellence award.  But then, why not?  TMA has the biggest school garden in the District.  Even the White House chef likes our veggies.

D:  So you see, Thurgood Marshall Academy is a pretty good place to go to school.
But if there is one thing the students learn in Mr. Rohal’s AP History and Government classes, the quality of education is also determined by things that happen -- or don’t happen -- in  politics and government.   The students of our city are very fortunate to have political leaders who don’t just say they support quality education, but who work to make it possible for schools like Thurgood Marshall Academy to achieve all of these distinctions.  

M:  Right.  It’s easy to say, “I support our young people.”  But guess what?  When the leaders of our city tell us, “I’ll be there for you,”  they’re here for us -- right here tonight.    Ladies and gentlemen, it is a great honor for the two of us to introduce the two most important political leaders of our city, the Honorable Vincent Gray, mayor of the District of Columbia, and the Honorable Kwame Brown, Chairman of the City Council of the District of Columbia.

MARKUS AND MOO (6)
Moo: My name is Moo Ho Bae II and I am a member of the TMA Class of 2011 and Markus Batchelor is my best friend.
Markus: My name is Markus Edward Batchelor (the only) and I am a member of the TMA Class of 2011 and Moo Bae…the second…is my best friend.

Moo: I was born on September 7, 1992

Markus: I was born on February 3, 1993

Moo: As a middle schooler, I had ambition to be a video game designer, then a pro skate boarder, then a police officer, then a teacher and then a lawyer.

Markus: As a middle schooler, I had ambition to be President of the United States! 

Moo: My heroes were Michael Jackson and Will Smith

Markus: My heroes were Andrew Jackson and William Jefferson Clinton.

Moo: When I arrived at Thurgood Marshall Academy in August 2007, I hated the place. The homework was long, the rules were restricting and I was failing in math. I begged my parents to transfer me. They told me I made my decision to come here so I had to make it work. Also I didn’t like Markus Batchelor. He kind of creeped me out. 

Markus: When I arrived at Thurgood Marshall Academy in August 2007, I loved the place. The building was new, it was close to home and I had enough extracurricular activities that I only slept 45 minutes a night. But I didn’t like Moo Bae. He kind of creeped me out.

Moo: My favorite TMA moment is when a team of 9th grade debaters, myself included, beat an all senior team from Friendship Collegiate Academy. That moment taught me the importance of teamwork and to always come prepared. 

Markus: My favorite TMA moment was in December 2009 when I saw our new gymnasium for the first time. The growth of the school from the time I first walked through the front doors to the time I stood center court was amazing. I saw the opportunity for Thurgood Marshall to not only educate it students, but to serve the community by providing a place for it to gather and providing resources to enhance it. 

Moo: Extracurricular activities are my strong suite. I participate in debate, drama club, student government, green club, poetry club, teen action and soccer.
Markus: Extracurricular activities are my strong suite. I participate in drama club, debate team, student government (where I am serving my second term as President), Anti-Defamation League, poetry club and the TMA Ambassador Program.

Moo: Over my four years at TMA I have matured as a student and a person. For starters I actually do my homework and I have also become more involved in my community. 

Markus: Over my four years at TMA, I have been given room to develop my passion to lead, equipped with the tools to learn and exposed to friends that I can now call family. 

Moo: In the fall, I will be attending…

Both: …The George Washington University

Markus: Yes, we are going to the same school. But I am attending in the fall on

Both: A full ride

Markus: Actually, after four years of friendly competition, we were in the greatest competition of all- for the Stephen Joel Trachtenberg Scholarship to The George Washington University. 

Moo: There are only 9 scholarships given each year, and we knew there was no way they would give two of them to the same school.

Markus: Whoever got it couldn’t really celebrate or feel good about it.

Moo: But this is Thurgood Marshall Academy. There had to be justice here. And there was.

Markus: Both of us won and after four years of high school, we’re going to college together-where Moo will write poetry and have lots of girls swooning over how sensitive he is.

Moo: And where Markus will run for Youth Provost of George Washington University as a freshman, Student Government President in his sophomore year, and by the time he is a senior he will run for youth God.

Markus: And of course Moo will do something he has been longing to do his entire life: grow his hair to his ankles and run away to Thailand for an 18 month meditation program while writing poetry in the countryside. After which, he will return to Washington, cut his hair, and become my campaign manager for my Mayoral race in 2022.

Moo: I look forward to attending my new school in the fall. I look forward to the new experiences and adventures that await me. I look forward to being the person that TMA has helped make me, a critical thinking, logical, and well-rounded lawyer.

Markus: I look forward to staying involved both in the TMA community and the Washington community. One of the things I learned to value most here at Thurgood Marshall is service to the community and whether that be planting trees in a local park or serving in elected office, I look forward to remaining an active citizen.

Moo: Thanks to TMA for all its guidance and help even when I did not believe that I could make it. I want to thank all my teachers and mentors for all your hard work and help, my acceptance to George Washington University is in part due to your determination. I can never say thank you enough so I will stop there.

Markus: Thanks to TMA for the work it does every day to make sure I succeed. There are close to 400 students in the building, but every day, I know that every teacher and staff member is working hard for my cause. That personal attention is what makes TMA great and is also the thing that has made me who I am today. There’s one more thing we want to say.  Tell them, Moo.

Moo:  We’re history.  In another six weeks, we’ll receive our diplomas, and in another 16 weeks, we’ll be at GW.  

Markus:  But Kadeejah, Moriah, Delonte, and most of the cast of “Grease” will be back at TMA next year.  In fact, another 390 students will come through the doors in the fall, followed by another 390, and another and another.

Moo:  There will be Trachtenberg Scholars among them.

Markus:  And extraordinarily talented singers and cow artists.  

Moo:  Future scientists, lawyers, teachers and doctors.

Markus:  But not the next President of the United States, or at least not until I finish my second term.

Moo:  They need your support just as much as all of us did.  They may need you more, because educational reform isn’t the hot topic it was a year ago.  Thurgood Marshall isn’t the trendy “new thing” in philanthropy.  

Markus:  TMA students are something better.  We are proven performers.  We’ve done the same old thing so often that it’s now routine.  We take the opportunities Thurgood Marshall Academy gives us and we change our lives.  

Moo:  There is going to be a long line of us.

Markus:  But only if you will provide TMA students of the future with the same generous and faithful support you’ve given us.

Moo:  There are pledge cards (OR WHATEVER) at each of your places.  Please fill out the card and commit to the long-term support of our school.   Students will pass around to collect your donations at the end of the evening.  

Markus:  Stay with us.  We’re the best investment you’ll ever make.

Moo:  Thank you, and good night.   


