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THURGOOD MARSHALL ACADEMY 
February 2014 Law Day 

Internet Privacy and Cyber Bullying Lesson Make-Up Assignment 
 

Dear Student, 
 
This is your make-up assignment for missing law day on Friday, February 21, 2014.  Please read 
and complete the following pages.  Failure to complete the exercise will result in a lower 
portfolio grade.  Be advised that upon completion of this make-up assignment, you will be 
required to do a portfolio reflection as well. It is in your best interest to put time and care into 
this assignment. If you have questions about the assignment, please see Ms. Wilson in the 
Programs office. 
 
Thank you! 

 
GOALS FOR THIS LAW DAY 
Students will learn to: 

o Consider their presence on social networking sites 
o Understand basic principles of internet privacy and protection 
o Understand the effects of cyber bullying 
o Use facts and analysis in connection with presentation skills 
o Exercise critical thinking & decision making skills 
o Express views in an articulate manner 
o Work together in teams 
o Respect and appreciate, while challenging, the ideas of others 

 

 
EXERCISE 1: AGREE or DISAGREE? 
 
This lesson discusses Internet privacy, how you present yourself on social media, and 
defamation, all in relation to the first amendment, which protects the right to freedom of 
speech. Limits to this amendment include defamation, which is harm done to a person’s 
reputation that occurs in either written or spoken form.  
 
Part 1: Read the statements about how social media is used, and decide whether you strongly 
agree, strongly disagree, or if you feel neutral. Circle the number and explain your answer. 
1 = strongly agree 
2 = agree 
3 = maybe 
4 = disagree 
5 = strongly disagree 
1. When I meet someone new, I Google them or search for their Instagram account. 
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1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. I am comfortable with everyone in this room knowing my last 10 likes on Instagram. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. I am comfortable with everyone in this room seeing my last 10 tweets on Twitter. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. I am totally comfortable with other people tagging and posting photos of me for others to 
see. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. I agree with everything that I have posted on the internet in the last three years. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. I am comfortable with colleges and employers seeing everything that I have posted in the last 
three years. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Part 2: Read the statements about situations involving social media, and decide whether the 

use of social media is appropriate and acceptable or inappropriate and unacceptable. Circle the 

number and then explain your answer. 
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1 = totally acceptable and appropriate 

2 = somewhat acceptable and appropriate 

3 = this is questionable 

4 = somewhat inappropriate and unacceptable 

5 = totally inappropriate and unacceptable 

1. A student posts a story making fun of a teacher. The teacher’s name is not used but it is 
obvious to the students who it is about. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. A student finds out that a photo of her, which was taken by her ex-boyfriend, has been 
uploaded to Instagram. The photo was copied and shared in many places online. The ex-
boyfriend claims that he was not responsible for what was done with the photo. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A student accuses her boyfriend of cheating on her during a direct message conversation 
with their friends on Instagram. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. A student’s Facebook post criticizes school policies and suggests that many teachers, that she 
names, are too strict with their discipline. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. A teacher discovers that students are being pressured by a popular student to stop following 
an unpopular student on Instagram. 

1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. A student discovers that other students in his class are voting on an Instagram post about 
whether or not they should beat him up after school. 
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1          2          3          4          5 
Explain why you agree, disagree, or feel neutral: ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Remember, it is important for you to learn about your internet privacy rights, read the terms of 

use for the sites that you use to know what is protected and what is not. Think about what you 

are posting before you hit “share,” because once it is out there, you cannot take it back. 

  

EXERCISE 2: SCENARIOS 
 
Recently, Internet Privacy and Cyber Bullying have affected schools and relationships between 
students. As a result, many school administrations feel that they need to step in and address 
the problems that occur on social media sites.  
 
1.  Read the scenario below about how an interaction on social media required the school 
deans to step in and take action:   
 

Marcus, Sean, and Denise are 11th grade students at a high school in Washington, D.C. 

Marcus and Denise used to go together, but she recently broke up with Marcus in order 

to start dating Sean. Marcus and Sean never got along to begin with, and this has only 

furthered their dislike for one another.  

One day, Marcus felt a lot of anger towards Sean and his friends. He decided to put up a 

post on Instagram of Sean’s yearbook photo with the caption, “Why I Hate Sean,” and 

he tagged all of the people that follow him. It turned out that there were quite a few 

people at school who did not like Sean and his friends, and they started to comment on 

Marcus’s post. The amount of comments increased very quickly.  

A few days later, one of Sean’s friends discovered the post and told him about it. Sean 

told Denise and she decided to report it to the 11th grade dean. 

 

2.  You are a dean at the school, and you must decide how this situation should be handled. 

Read the definition of Cyber Bullying from the school:  

Cyber bullying is defined as the use of information and communication technology to 
bully, embarrasses, threaten, or harass another. It also includes the use of information 
and communication technology to engage in conduct or behavior that is derogatory, 
defamatory, degrading, illegal, and/or abusive.  
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The use of cell phones and other technology—including computers, e-mail and social 
networking sites—to harass, bully, threaten or defame a student or employee is 
specifically prohibited. Any student who feels s/he is a victim of cyber bullying should 
report the incident to his or her Divisional Dean. 
 

Do you believe this is a violation of the student cyber bullying policy? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Write down a possible course of action for the scenario. For example, a disciplinary action, a series of 

steps, a plan, etc. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


