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THURGOOD MARSHALL ACADEMY 
March 2014 LAW DAY 

Criminal Mock Trial Make-Up Assignment 
 
 

Dear Student, 
 
This is your make-up assignment for not attending law day on March 14, 2014.  Please read 
and complete the following pages.  Failure to complete the exercise will result in a lower 
portfolio grade.  Be advised that upon completion of this make-up assignment, you will be 
required to do a portfolio reflection as well. It is in your best interest to put time and care 
into this assignment. 
 
For questions about the assignment, please see Ms. Wilson in the Programs Office. 
 
Thank you! 

 
 
Goals for this Law Day 
Students will learn to:  

o Identify the lawyer’s role and the legal processes in connection with a criminal trial. 
o Develop opening and closing statements as well as questions for direct and cross-

examination in a criminal trial. 
o Exercise critical thinking and decision making skills. 
o Express views articulately. 
o Respect and appreciate, while challenging, the ideas of others 

 
 
VIDEO VIEWING:  The following clips can be watched after school in the computer lab or in 
the library to better understand parts of a criminal trial.  When you watch them, pay careful 
attention to the factors that help or hurt the case for each side.   
 
1. My Cousin Vinny Opening statement: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex1eny2Stbk 
 
2. My Cousin Vinny, Witness Questioning: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0arxuhGy44c 
 
3. To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch’s Closing Statement: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MmtVx1A8BA&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list
=PL5F2C5422E97DD761 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex1eny2Stbk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0arxuhGy44c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MmtVx1A8BA&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL5F2C5422E97DD761
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MmtVx1A8BA&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL5F2C5422E97DD761
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INTRODUCTION TO A CRIMINAL TRIAL 
 
The goal of today’s lesson is to become familiar with parts of a criminal trial. Do your best to 
match the terms to the definitions below. 
 
____Prosecutor  
 
____Defense  
 
____Witness 
 
____Opening Statement  
 
____Direct Examination  
 
____Cross-Examination  
 
____Closing Argument 
 
____Judgment  
 
____Sentencing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Typically conducted by the lawyer, 
whether prosecution or defense, who has 
called that witness to testify and whom the 
lawyer believes will support the case of his 
or her client.  
 
B. The person representing the government 
 
C. A person that offers a testimony on 
behalf of or against an argument 
 
D. If the defendant is found guilty, s/he 
receives a sentence or penalty. 
 
E. A “road map” for the judge or jury. While 
statements may be dramatic and vivid, they 
must be limited to the evidence and law 
expected to be presented during the trial. 
 
F. The process by which lawyers sum up the 
evidence and law as they see it and on that 
basis ask the judge or jury to reach a verdict 
in their client’s favor. 
 
G. The judge or jury decides whether the 
defendant is guilty or innocent. 
 
H. Typically conducted by the opposing 
lawyer (who has not called the witness) and 
begins after the conclusion of direct 
examination.  Further, the lawyer is trying 
to get the witness to testify to facts that 
he/she doesn’t want to say, but that are 
true, or which contradict that witness’ prior 
testimony. 
 
I. The person representing the defendant 
(the person charged with a claim) 
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ORDERING THE ELEMENTS OF A TRIAL 
 
It is your turn to correctly order the parts of a trial. Order the parts of the trail using numbers 1 
through 7 (1= first and 7 = last).  When you have finished, show the order to your advisor to see 
if your order is correct.  Circle any mistakes and write the correct answer to the left.  However, 
be careful not to erase your original answers. 
 

____Defense opening statement 
 
____Defense direct examination 
 
____Defense cross-examination 
 
____Prosecution cross-examination 
 
____Prosecution opening statement 
 
____Prosecution direct examination 
 
____Prosecution closing argument 
 
____Prosecution cross-examination 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

 

THE TRIAL 
 
Now it is your turn to read the case.  Read through the facts of the case and the witness 
testimonies (pages 4 – 8).   
 
The People of the District of Marshall vs. Zora Peters 
 
The Facts of the Case: 
On February 14, 2013, Jamaal Bond and Zora Peters had a fight after school.   During this fight, 
Jamaal suffered a broken nose and dislocated shoulder.   Zora did not sustain any injuries.   
Both parties agree that the fight took place, but they do not agree about how or why it 
happened.  The police were called, and based on their investigation, Zora was charged with 
battery under the criminal code of the District of Marshall (DM).   

Jamaal and Zora, both 16 years old, have a lot in common.   They both attend Hughes High 
School in the District of Marshall, they both like music and sports, and they were in the same 
martial arts class.  Given how much they had in common, Jamaal and Zora became good 
friends.  Jamaal and Zora are approximately the same size; she is a little bit taller than the 
average girl and he is a little bit shorter than the average guy.  Many students even thought 
that Jamaal had a crush on Zora, but that he was shy and never acted on his feels.  Everyone at 
school was shocked that they got in a fight.   

Hughes High School sponsored a Valentine’s Day party immediately after school on February 
14th.  Cake and punch were served and the party gave everyone a chance to share and 
exchange valentines.  Both parties agree that around 5 pm during the Valentine’s Day party 
Jamaal and Zora began fighting.  The fight took place just to the side of the dance floor 
 
The Witnesses: 
For the prosecution – Jamaal Bond 
For the defense – Zora Peters 
 
Relevant Law from the District of Marshall Criminal Code: 
 
Battery § 94.5   
Battery is physical contact inflicted by one person upon another without consent. 
 
Self-Defense § 98.3 
A person who reasonably believes s/he is in danger of bodily harm can use a reasonable 
amount of force in self defense.  In this case such person will not be found guilty of a crime 
against another person. 
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Witness Statement #1: Jamaal Bond 
I can’t believe that Zora went off on me like that.  This is all her fault.  Some of the guys at the 
Valentine’s Party were asking me about the African martial arts class I take.  I was trying to 
describe it and how it’s different from Tae Kwan Do and karate.  But it’s really hard to describe 
what we do, so I mentioned that Zora was also in the class and that maybe sometime we could 
do a demonstration.  Roger pointed out that Zora was standing near us and begged me to show 
him some moves with her.  I really didn’t want to, but all of the guys were asking, so I agreed to 
ask Zora.  I walked over to her and tapped her on the shoulder.  I asked if she would mind 
showing Roger and the guys a couple of the moves we use in class.  I knew that Zora had a 
higher belt than I did, but I figured that since we were in the same class we knew enough of the 
same stuff to do a simple demonstration.  I moved into fighting stance and was about to ask her 
which technique she wanted to use when she laid me out.  She did some move that I’ve never 
even seen before and I landed on the ground.  I was going to just be still, but when she moved 
as if to come at me again, I kicked her and the fight was on.  
 
 
Witness Statement #2: Zora Peters 
I can’t believe that the prosecutor has charged me with anything.  I was just standing near the 
wall at the Valentine’s Day Party talking to my friend.  Jamaal walked up to me and stood in 
fighting stance.  He was shouting something, but I couldn’t hear what he was saying over the 
music.  I could tell that he looked angry, and when I leaned in to ask him why, he swung at me.  
My first instinct was to defend myself, so I did.  I used a move we had just learned in class last 
week.  Jamaal kind of fell back.  I thought that would be the end of it, but he kept coming at me.  
His friends were yelling, “Jamaal, you aren’t going to let a girl beat you.”  I think that’s why he 
kept coming at me.  Then I heard some girls yelling that I should let him have it for all the times 
when he was mean to the girls in gym class.  I’m sorry if he was embarrassed or if his feelings 
were hurt, but Jamaal started the whole thing and I had no choice but to defend myself.  Jamaal 
and I are in the same martial arts class.  All I did to defend myself was use a few moves that we 
covered in class.  I know I’m a strong girl, but normally, a person who is familiar with them 
would never be hurt. 
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Documentary Evidence 
 
Malcolm’s Martial Arts Academy – Defend and Defeat 

Date Issued:  February 12, 2013 

Warrior Name: Jamaal Bond 

Warrior Guide Name: Dexter Douglas 

Belt Elevation: None recommended at this time 

Comments: 

Jamaal has wonderful natural ability.  However, he needs to work on controlling his temper and 

not becoming defensive when practicing with his classmates.  Jamaal’s physical ability could be 

matched by his skills if he would focus more on understanding the philosophy behind the 

technique rather than the impact of the move on his opponent.  I hope that Jamaal will also 

practice his meditation more; that might help him control his temper. 

Documentary Evidence 

Malcolm’s Martial Arts Academy – Defend and Defeat 

Date Issued:  February 12, 2013 

Warrior Name: Zora Peters 

Warrior Guide Name: Dexter Douglas 

Belt Elevation: Purple to Gold 

Comments: 

I am delighted to elevate Zora.  She is one of our best students, very thoughtful and skilled in 

her movements.  Zora has mastered several movements that are beyond even a gold belt.  

However, Zora does need to be more careful about the abilities of her opponents and their skill 

level. 
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Opening Statement Worksheet:  
Based on the information that you read about the case, choose your side.  Will you represent 
the prosecution or the defense? ___________________________________________________  
 
What is your theory of the case?  (This means, what is the major theme that you will be trying 
to convey to the judge).  My theory of the case is: _____________________________________ 

What facts are relevant to your side that you will want to include in your opening statement? 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What parts of the law are relevant to your side that you will want to include in your opening 
statement? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What facts are you going to use to support the law?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What parts of the facts or law are damaging to your side that you will want to mention?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What facts are you going to use to show that the other side is wrong about the law? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are you going to ask the judge to find? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Witness Worksheet 

Imagine that you have the opportunity to interview Zora or Jamal. Circle who you would choose 
to interview and create questions on the lines below: 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


